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a courtyard immediately adjoining the house, to be laden at a
moment's notice.

A band of travellers was to leave Ri'ad for IJasa a few days
later. Aboo-;Eysa gave out publicly that he would accompany
them to Hofhoof, while we were supposed to intend following
the northern or Sedeyr track, by which the Na'ib, after many
reciprocal farewells and assurances of lasting friendship, should
we ever meet again, had lately departed. Mobeyreek, a black
servant in Aboo-'Eysa's pay, occupied himself diligently in
feeding up the camels for their long march with clover and
vetches, both abundant here; and we continued our medical
avocations, but quietly, and without much leaving the house.
At the palace all were busy about the departure of the Kareek
contingent, which now set out on its 'Oneyzah way by Shaqra',
but marched, contrary to expectation, without 'Abd-Allah, that
prince reserving himself for the arrival of the artillery, which
was daily expected from IJasa, under the charge of Mohammed
es-Sedeyree. Amid all this movement and bustle no particular
enquiry was made after us; the tempest had been followed by a
lull, and it was ours to take advantage of this interval before a
new and a worse outburst.

During the afternoon of the 24th we brought three of Aboo-
'Eysa's camels into our courtyard, shut the outer door, packed
and laded. We then awaited the moment of evening prayer \
it came, and the voice of the Mu'eddineen summoned all good
Wahhabees, the men of the town-guard not excepted, to the
different mosques. When about ten minutes had gone by, and
all might be supposed at their prayers, we opened our door.
Mobeyreek gave a glance up and down the street to ascertain
that no one was in sight, and we led out the camels. Aboo-'Eysa
accompanied us. Avoiding the larger thoroughfares, we took
our way by bye-lanes and side passages towards a small town-
gate, the nearest to our house, and opening on the north. A
late comer fell in with us on his way to the Mesjid, and as he
passed summoned us also to the public service. But Aboo-'Eysa
unhesitatingly replied, "We have this moment come from
prayers," and our interlocutor, fearing to be himself too late
and thus to fall under reprehension and punishment, rushed off
to the nearest oratory, leaving the road dear. Nobody was in
watch at the gate. We crossed its threshold, turned south-east,